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A feather attached to a submerged 
rock in Fairy Lake,

Newmarket, Ontario
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Great Horned Owl 
(Bubo virginianus)

These photos were taken by my 
son, Gerry, while on one of his 

visits from St. John’s, NF.
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Heron (species uncertain)

“Birds' legs have an 
adaptation called "rete 

mirabile" that minimizes 
heat loss. The arteries that 
transport warm blood into 
the legs lie in contact with 

the veins that return colder 
blood to the bird's heart.  

“By standing on one leg, the 
heat lost through its 

unfeathered legs
is reduced by

half.”

https://goodmorningglouces
ter.wordpress.com/2013/12/

28/why-do-herons-stand-
on-one-leg/
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Blue Jay
(Cyanocitta cristata)

One painted and one not.
 The real one was spending the summer in 

Britannia Park in Ottawa’s west end.
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Rooster (Americauna-Buff Orpington Hybrid 
Cross)

Dozing in Almonte, ON

Rock Pigeons
(Columba livia)
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Cardinals (Cardinalis cardinalis)
Mom Up, Dad L. Jr below. Brittannia Pk
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Downy Woodpecker 
(Picoides pubescens)
Caught with his beak
in a neighbor’s tree.

American Crow
(Corvus brachyrhynchos)

What book of birds would be 
complete without a crow?
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A loner
flying into a dark place.
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Three female Mallards (Anas platyrhynchos)
two dozing and one swimming, Britannia, Ottawa
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Two birds in my sister’s front yard.
Up: Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum)

Down: Robin (Turdus migratorius). Robins 
arrive in spring and migrate south in the 

winter. This one arrived a tad early and had to 
deal with a late snowfall.
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Wood Ducks 
(Aix sponsa)

Britannia
Ottawa
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